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nized as ruler by all his vassals. Medie- 
val kings might often reign supreme 
while not having as much true power as 
their dukes and duchesses. Today. i के 
casier to say which principles reign su- 
preme than what are the ruling forces 
that govern our fives 

In this decade of 
“the end of the cold 
war,” every known 
problem of the world 
has been solved. Yet 
unknown and unex 
plained problems 


planation, Wage im- 
flaton vanishes in America yet the fed- 
eral reserve tells us we must suffer now 
for the ghost of future #9008. Israel 
and the PLO make peace to fight war 
against the Palestinian poor. The FMLN 
“revolutionaries” of EI Salvador agree w 
become the police of El Salvador yet 
death-squads continue An immense 
massacre happens 
without warning in 
Rwanda, 

The world ७ more 
‘moral and more demo- 
‘cratic than ever before 
Mass murder is com- 
‘mon, but it has never 
been more moral. 
More people are killed 
‘with fewer bad imen- 
tions than ever before 
So fewer leaders are 
‘blamable for these deaths than ever be- 
fore. From highways to unsafe factories 
to world-wide starvation, accidental 
death is the most justifiable kind of mis- 
oy 

Every serious national liberation or- 
ganization, union or Leninist party today 


Empire Of 


has swam fealty Io the world market. 
Every gang today is together as a gang 
And every gang will accept the morality 
of gangland 

Morality has triumphed. World leader 
‘can truthfully shake their heads and say 
that this misery is just a sad by-product 
of our chosen way of life. Lioyds of 
London, the International Monetary 


Fand and the international currency 
markets have dove the service of taking 
death ont of the hands of the evil leader 
“Mass murder for the world market? l'm 
shocked, shocked..." 

"The Holocaust will “never again” hap- 
pen. Thinkers of morality will be able to 
preserve it’s unique quality of evil like a 


Tare etening to enhance the reputation of 
their nook i the academic world. And 
‘Schindler's fist will glorify this ast mo- 
ment of evi! forever 

The holocaust ७ disturbing Steven 
Speilberg. Hannah Arendt and the col- 
lege moralists who write about “The 
Holocaust And The Dimensions Of 


because there was an obvious cruci 
agen, the NAZI government, that killed 
‘many people and was semi-open about 
it When Serbian/Yugoslay army com- 
mits mass murder and rape, it has the 
kindness denounce the principles af 
cruelty and torture — everything can he 
chalked-up ७ the “normal” “horrors of 
war 


“Bad guys,” ‘Terror: 
ists” and “Psychos 
are still on the owt- 
skirts of social life ੧੦ 
preserve the idea of 
those who kill on pur- 
pose. But good inten- 
tions reign supreme. 
“Holocaust revision- 
ism” shows the 
changed tactics of 
state murder — even 
e0-NAZIS are will- 
ing to denounce the 
messiness of open death camps by deny- 
ing such a terrible thing could have hap- 
pened 
Democracy and morality rule a world 
‘of ies एज really meant to be believed 
When the ATF federal police murder 
न five people in Waco, Texas, it is 
‘automatically “an 
accident,” nomat- 
‘cally ੩ big effon is 
made ७ find “who's 
responsible for this 
mistake.” We won't 
complain that no one 
was punished. Con- 
gress, of course, 
‘wasn't looking for 
the person who im- 
<inerated the Branch 
Davidians but for the 
penson who fated wo incinerate them qui- 
oly 
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‘write about the post-modern quality of 
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JANUARY 3, 9970 — APRIL 20, ।99& 
You will always be loved 


“That means that the 


they deserved to be taben. 

Kuowing that every ubjeet should 
be free and taking it. Serious about 
words and thoughts and people and 
bow to live and how to die. A voice 
that ranged from old woman to se- 
ducer rhal and vio- 
Tent against those who attached ber 
friend or her. Pained by every com: 
promise and all boredom and 
ve and beyond 
ple aphoriem. 
०६ a bath for 
a couple daye or not doing laundry 
“Woohoo pank-roct giri,” “foo, smelly 


girl” 79७०७०, Gracious and elegant 
d proud. Always backing upi ber 


canned Jim Morison version of in 
tense living. Having no 


impossible situation was a world that 
would not allow her and her friends 
to live without working 


the opposite page. | 
it meant to her. To 


women - underlies the 
+ dominant nubject - that this 
society represents as man. | know 
Charlene would like to be remem- 
bered in something written, some 
thing that profoundly describes thin 
society | hope this ia something and 
Tay more than I usually would sent 
to about it 

Oner she was arrested and harassed 
by a pig in the poler station. Her 
Cet Pp 
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HCE ese va 
oper John Ligh Ferre mur- 
dered ten office workers and two law 
yens in downtown San Francisco, inept 
San Francisco Mayor Frank Jordan was 
quoted as hluring oot maybe he just 
cracked.” 

Jordan's off-hand comment drew a 
stream of protests from relatives of the 
victim, They demanded a definitive line 
be drawn between “savage killers” and 
the many ordinary people we instine 
tively sense आए close enough to the edge 
to “crack” under pressure. “He didn’t 
Just crack, he went on a deliberate mur- 
derous rampage..." Complained one 
moralistic editorial 

But Jordan’s comment rings tue to 
these times. The competition, pace and 
ruthlessness of this society huve im- 
creamed toa point where many people are 
pushed to and off “the edge” in many 
‘ways. The labor market reduces wages 
ill millions of families are forced imo 
starvation and homelessness. Television 
momizes people and distorts their sense 
‘of worth till they attack their partners or 
themselves. AIDS, drug resistant tuber- 
cailosis and hepatitis ravage people’s 


Despair 


bodies One Apple Computer Engineer 
kills himself and'another suffers a nerv- 
‘ous breakdown after the “Newton Per- 
sonal Digital Assistant™ fails to sell well 
Kurt Cobain leaves a suicide note saying 
he “never be a really passionate per- 
former” like Jim Morison. US figure 
skating champion Tanya Harding pays to 
have a nival crippled. Presidential aide 
Willium Foster, onc of the mast powerful 
people in the country, kills himself over 
some had press. The boundary between 
‘normalcy and utter despair seems thin- 
ner and thinner 

Strategies of despair appear when a 
society manages the direction of people 
Who are going under entirely. M ìs the 
explosive knife-edge and dull throb un- 
derlying social action today. 

By going under we mean losing hope 
‘of survival on the social level. According 
to his class and social concept, hateful 
real estute dealer Ferre couldn't continue 
living when his last deal brought him to 
negative worth. While failed capitalists 
are probably more bloodthirsty than un- 
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employed y 
mass of the 
working cf 
have suddenty lost all belief in the sur 
vival once guaranteed by this society 

This society's managers are still strug. 
sling to contro the direction of the pre 
sent despair Naturally, they must put the 
spin on despair below the surface. The 
spoctacte’s hidden dialogue on despair is 
based on resentment. The movie “Fall 
ing Down” shows the correct direction 
and attitude for someone who “cracks. 
Take revenge against other powerless 
people who offend vou. The bero was a 
middle class white who attacks poor 
more than rich and blames workers for 
the actions of their company. On the 
other hand, many workers today are 
‘ready to stant joking about which bosses 
they'd go for if it ever came to i 

als Game 
powerful weapon the rulers bave 

against our forming a coberent strategy 
of despair isthe different directions this 


society sends us in. The rotien-boargcois 
protagonist of The Fall landed the mc- 
heval orure device the litle-ease as a 
harbinger of modern existence. The lit 
02੮੩੬ was just a very small oom. The 


Nes 
prisoner was confined in this room that 


was both too small to stand-up in and too 


narrow to lie down in, Thus each pris- 
over had w assume half-way 
‘compromise positions — either हि 
straining their knee or their back 
or their neck. Starting from the 
litle-ease, modem society has 
greatly expanded the directions 
you must twist yourself imo ७ 
survive. The demands of a job, a 
family, social appearance, rent or 
mortgage payments, and the fear 
‘of crime or non-confermity cach 
form walls cutting off the average 
workers’ escape 

To get a little mental space 
within its एस, modem so- 
ciety offers resentment against 
others who have no real power 
Janitors can resent those who do 
graffiti instead of those who pay 
them shit wages. Each cultural 
group is sold the resentment of 
those somehow below them. 
‘Whites and Astans are told to hate 
blacks. Blacks and whites are 
told to hate immigrants. Atom- 

‘zed men are sold sexist stereo- 
types and pomography. 

In this way the slaughiers in 
Bosnia and Rwanda are at the 
leading edge of capital's game 
‘The spectacle recruits those who) 
have nothing 40 lose but are still 
atomized ७ slaughter their neighbors 
The spectacle gives these herds shallow 
Prices pow and the promise of slightly 
‘more later 

‘The proletariat is the class of people 
who collectively understand they have 
nothing to lose from the end of this soci- 
Cty The propaganda of today doesn't try 


to give any false hope. Itis happy to have 
a mass of individuals with the same des- 
eration. As long as the desperate have 


‘On Roseanne, the father tells his son 
about masturbation. “Everybody does it 
‘bat nobody talks abouti.” Bart Simpson 
makes critiques of this society informed 
by revolutionary political economy, But 
these must be translated into the choices 
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‘open toasingle TV hero against the mass 
of society. So they are inherently recu- 
erated into a dialogue of submission, 
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once tife itself becomes impos- 
sible or pure pain. You can either 
deny your memory, power and cx- 
Istence, Or you can make your will- 
ingness to face pain and death into 
your power and pleasure. The first 
‘choice makes you controllable. The 
second choice makes you danger- 
‘ous but still eaves the question of 
what to attack. 

There are still opportunities for us 
to break out, To satisfy the world 
market, capital streamlined its con- 
trols This gives it a chance to fail 

A bigger way. 

The LA riots showed a vague col- 
Jective conscious as an enzyme that 
could corrode the entire social fab- 
ric of conformity. A vast borde of 
poor people would defy this society 
Just because they knew they could. 

The system still exists because 
our time is out of joint. Neither 
three days of nots in LA92 nor two 
weeks of factory occupations in 
Paris in May 68 were long to think 
about a positive collective power 
But our strategies have not yet been 
played out. The present times are 
creating both those who build 

slowly and those who act quickly. 
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००००० 
‘Or Simpson's Fond Bronco ride. Tabloid 
‘TV or the latest invasion. Butit is impor- 
tant to also Took at what this domination 
of our anention means — OJ Simpson's 
ride was watched by I00 million people 
— the largest TV audience since the Gull 
War was televised. OJ Simpson's ride 
was news because # was mews — justi 
OJ was even more famous for being 
famous than for being a football star. To 
talk about how this society ts really 
changing, we 


Activism: mlitency, The ideology ct acy or 

ganization toe ita 040 sake The 40४84 ४006 
(ਜਗਤ ague tat ॥ beter to go on 4 
ਗਣ hat wl chang nothing tan t stay home 
nd consider social ity Whe manner of te 
‘igus fanatic, १७ mitt (syn) uae conan 
3੨੧੪੧) as way of काहा आ awareness ot 
thee tl ४००७ conton “Sure you may havea 
Moony 3000 ut never changing १७ systers tutat 
least we ७ someting” 
‘Can bea vanety a ati Activist 00009: 
tend ७ spd ho despairing court kie- 
cology ot हव्या. which equate any active 
intervention wt militancy "Any sort ot polica! 
action just inhibits people's autonomy and 
rakes renl change tarder Doing nothing is 
beter” 

Momiza: 0000०0. he sales! unt a maner 
could ive nc Maret 9੩ ७०७) atom 
tos pape icing her nto purely separate, 
capable units When people circu fra 
«ly fo oY oF county to county ਨਵ 9 68੧ 
੨੧੧੧0 survive. thay are संघा stranger 

(Capitalism: The presant % ੨੨੧ Mat 
Strid withthe European coloration ot the 
शाचा and has expanded its reach ta e entre 
word and every part fi. ४ imas on wage 
॥७ exchange, and commodity production ona 
word sale This ਐਸ includ the soa 
‘ort 80: wh t ॥॥ ७0७८ 
Commodity: A produc. anything Bougre and 


and not be 
news. There 
‘can be nothing 
really new 
while people 
go to work, 
come home 
and comem- 
plate TV's atomized “und bytes" The 
latest invasion does matter. But the sys- 
fem of news ७ part of what lets Panama 
of Somalia or Haiti happen. The system- 
atic murder of hundreds or thousands of 
people becomes interchangeable in 
‘American minds with the latest football 
scores. 


told A persons labor time can be bought bya | This magazine is about how daily Be 
capt! and so evr cutive power becomes a | ७ changing and how it can change. To 
ਗਜ le ७६८०0 bad talk about change, you have to talk about 


Communism: Not te syster hl one sisted 
॥ sia. A socal tery whore hurran desires 
wil mace exchange and pratit ax the moving 
force in society Communist #॥ be besed on 
propie dc controlling her mae activity 

Det: The 00९0९ between what he Armenean 
(Goverment ils in taes rd wrat he gover- 
‘meet speeds ॥ arouse यशात Used by 
police cane hat workers give up wages, 
Jobe and houses ७ appease their puilt See also 
Mh 

[Demoermey: Any system where the majority 
shapes fe decisions tha the government makes 
see तिर! War Permanent Frees 

Detour: (७ 200) % [situstionists Fr stot 
change of rection (ig) asion, rick] tb range 
disparam ९७ othe dominant oye to- 
eet to fom 3 new work, esp in ੩ way Bat 
‘evens heb meaning and tancon te org 
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the incredible sameness of Hie tnday. 
This is our fifth issue in about seven 
years of publishing. Each time have 
slightly rewntten each introduction from 
the previous issue Each ੨੦੬ we attack, 
the ideology of news, the idea that tele- 
vision’s stream of empty facts कि any- 
thing really new. 


पह never reach the 


absolute zero of pure passivity Just 
Keeping track of the news is some acuv- 
ity. But all the powers-that-be need Io 
have people remain passive enough not 
to take control. 

Leftists, anti-deficit cranks and Jeho- 
vals Witnesses all have an image of just 
convincing one peson of their ideas, 


then another and soon etc. They imagine 
potential convens nor thinking at all un- 
til they can inoculated with the objective 
truth. 

Mass media today plays for the total 
mood of cach moment. They change 
their stories enough to keep people inter- 
‘ested. They accept real, unconscious in- 
telligences working bat only so they can 
keep them unaware. They try to get poo 
ple to not expect Clinton ७0 increase 
‘wages but not ७0 have complete enough 

— despair to take in- 


So Can’t we allies 


in the standard of 
living, they give 
workers a new. 
differently pack- 
aged scapegoat 
for their misery, 
(Drug dealers, 
youth gangs, 
‘child molesters, and immigrants have all 
had their day). 

The rhetoric of unbiased information is 
part of the ideology of news. But the 
media itself has already gone beyond the 
ideology of unbiased information. The 
media navigates the tide of popalar miv- 
ery and obsession. Where the Worker} 
Vanguard wants ७0 educate the masses, 
Time wams the spectator's playful, cyni- 
cal participation in their own alienation. 
‘The media thus recognizes feelings and 
subjective reactions as being as impor- 
tant as “fhe 

Ee society see a danger 

‘that the average person 

does mot. Since a fluid situation must be 

managed, there is always a chance of 
the pot boiling over 

We move ino the opposite extreme 
position beyond the media. We use both 
the subjective and the objective. Leftists 
don't admit that workers’ resist work. 
We know that people resist work and we 
push resistance to become unified and 
total. Leftists say that the poor only loot 
because they are desperate. We look for 
Jooting to be unified as a mass [के 
to destroy the economy. 

Instead of filling our magazine with 
facts designed to convince a passive “un 
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biased” observer, this magazine contains 
series of strategies for fellow travellers 
MW assumes that the reader is engaged in 
‘counter-flow to the gencral flow of sub- 
mission and passivity in this society, We 
describe a series of concepmal leaps. 
hoping that the reader has already made 
‘some and intending to fill in the rest. 
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bie deniability 

Dne force holding together an authori- 
६२४४७ state is confusion. No one knows 
‘exactly who is a rat and who is cool — 
‘who really swallows the bullshit and 
who just plays along, 

As long as our class struggle remains 
defensive, obscurity will be part of the 
strategy of the dispossessed. One defen- 
sive strategy today is hip language This 
‘patter can show defiance i those in the 
know and hide ॥ from authorities. To 
‘escape being pinned-down. oppositional 
language constantly mutates. parts van- 
‘sh and reappear. and much is left indef- 
nite 

Gangsta Rap is the most visible place 
for rebels to create this language, Gang- 
‘sta Rap ७ ultre-rebeltiows and ultra-con- 
formist. ॥ bs sung by cop-killers and 
‘cops. In places, the most extreme resis- 
tors of this society put rebellion forward 
in terms of “Fuck The Police” (By 
NWA). But this rebellion is broken up by 
every sort of consumerism from violent 
sex wo fast cars ७ petty hatred. 

Of course we can't chart the bounds of 
this under-ground sea. Our obscurity is 
part of the total sea of obscunty today. 
We can say that since rebellion takes 
‘obscure forms. ॥ is especially critical to 
be clear about how to reach our goal — 
what do when we change from figi- 
ing from a position of weakness to fighi- 
ing from a position of strength. We can 
also take comfort that if an explosion is 
taking shape, it may stay invisible unti! 
it happens. 
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one involved inte politica system who wishes 
to move closer 0 "socialism Ae tha politcal 
spre tas become 
more oh a camer 
Delt or he capitalist 
जकात, tists have 
‘become spater- 


pored official people for the most 
Petriaschal so: ‘bureaucratic forms 
ciety are im ‘of capital (ast 
stead routed have in ind en 
towards frater- terests of weltare 
nity-boy style workers, teachers 
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professional tacili- 
imors” Lahtis 
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प क Aen Seleme | nv Cre fount 
‘nouncements ane made for TV and the | ‘rua ਅਲ We veto oda han! 
‘TY becomes a scientific authority, wpe ator ਤਕ motera Nice mya: 
‘When somany crazy ideas ane believed | yrs dominat 00096 when tay ame alerted 
today, conspiracy is more plausible. Not 
that many people believing these ideas 
makes them likely But because mass | consisting o! “peccle living in te same ४:०७ 
hhysterta leaves people open to being | location, speaking the same language and having 
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herded by well-placed insiders. When a 
river of false belief is flowing quickly, ४ 
is inevitable that certain people wil ake 
advantage of the direction it is flowing 
in. Was AIDS a conspinicy or were peo- 
ple able to take advantage of the direc 
tion the epidemic went in? 

The commonness of conspiracy theo- 
ries often comes from their inability i 
be proven false. As the idea of conspir- 
acy gets more credible, mainstream me- 
dia types repackage open events as 
conspiracies to make them more inter- 
esting, “The secret alliance of Reagan 
and the pope ७0 over-throw commu- 
nism” is sold when that the president and 
the pope had always been the most open 
crusaders against communism 

The real condition of life today is both 


i capitalist governments by the ५४७०7 शा. 
एकाचा of first the US and France and than 
every epon of the developing capitalist world 
Since there ७ no part of the entire ७000 wiih a. 
homogeneous culture. nationalist ideology is re- 
90) used oun people against thom who are 
herent America was founded on murdering nd- 
te peoples and continues Io base ੧੨6 on '3- 


oan 
Oppression. Being persecuted or subiugatnd by 
an unjust kc. AI specialist 9 power fxs on 
‘the untaimness ol 9000 oppressions without 
aig te toal mary fis 30960 The 
Manipulators o! ४४ ment orate tah ot 
“oxime,” high miódie-ciass tases, and inflation. 
Thee oie ਅਨ, ser, homophobia and 
ਲਭ But all the specializing of misery makes 
॥ harder to understand the ital misery of $। 
aly 
Privilege: A sooo i 
‘munity, right, oF ਗਾਈ 
enjoyed by an individui 
This society grants a vast 
Ol ਗਾਲ of apparent priv 
lages; home-ownership. 
whimness, American Ex 
press Membership. 
maioness. or citizenship 
But evry “cab oniy 
उ chance ७ pantie 
“rore nt cory of 
avoid the social terror of 
today Virtually no ore 
et ma ਅਲ ਮਨਾ 
‘boing a part of this soch- 
ty 
Right As capital he 
cared rev soc ators, he powers at po 
pie had kept by using these informal groups has 
disappeared into forma ngnta asensitiy grad 
by a higher power As the market econcrmy is 
pertocisd, rights become samply an abstract orm 
of private property 
Role: an interchangeable act fat is cffeed tor 
‘each person to 9७8 up का! ger cre 
but tn empectad to be discarded just as easily 
‘When we are at the mall, we must be consumers, 
a cafe we be intellectuals AL work, we are 
expected to be happy 
Racuperae: (8 ०/) 20 [लात ल 
parer ta retrieve] to put spontaneous or revoki- 
‘ovary ਜੰਗਲਾਤ back inio Ma anquage of the 
dominant culture and thereby trvialize hem and 
‘negate thelr creative or revolutionary power 
‘Coop, n. aon ਤਪਾ) the act ot recuperating, 


fone is expected ७ be their own spin 


doctor. 
mien ਅਕਲ ਨ 


quite dense in the “workl of work.” From 
the lowest levels to the highest levels, 
‘companies have few set rules for hiring 
In a small retail outlet, there is effec- 
tively no procedure at all. Applications 
are taken constantly but the people who 
apply are only given interviews if the 
‘shopis hiring. If the shop isn’t hiring. the 
applications are thrown away without 
‘comment If the shop ७ hiring, the appli- 
cant talks ७ the manager. The inter- 
viewer takes stock of the attitude and 
appearance of the applicant and hires the 


‘one with the “best” (most conformist) 
attitude, The actual skills of the appli- 
cant are seldom tested. The applicant is 
‘usually hired on the spot ar occasionally 
called back. ॥ the applicant does not fit 
the interviewers’ criteria, they are sim- 
ply never called back. No rejection no- 
tice is ever handed out, 

For larger companies or more skilled 

employees, the system is similar but 
more elaborate. A company puts an ad in 
the local paper, ॥ will usually receive 
hundras or thousands of resumes. Often 
all of the resumes are ignored and a 
friend of the boss is hired. Sometimes 
many interviews are done but they are 
not more objective than the pizza joint 
‘owners’ chat at the counter. 
“This system is like a blanket of obscu- 
rity for the jobsecker 
‘They have no certain 
information about the 
availability of jobs, 
the requirements for 
genting them or the 
likelihood of being 
hired. For the em- 
ployer, employees 
आए like air, they need 
ouly inhale, and one 
appears that at least 
says that be or she fis 
their qualifications 

‘What does this say 
about the conditions 
of power and the 
economy today? The 
economy generates no set information 
but only a desperate sea of orders, ru- 
mors and fables. Since everything is un- 
certain, the desperate worker must 
constantly move in the direction that 
seems feast likely w destroy them 

But when you move in the direction 
that protects you the most, it's hardtosee 
any bigger picture 
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ever before amd more participation in 
power than ever before. This ७ pot a 
contradiction — people participate in 
the market and are passive in the way 
they expend their creative energy. 
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The world market has mastered the 
Preemptive strike against possible work- 
ing class demands — it's newest weapon 
isthe preemptive organization of society 
— the decentralized production of 
preemptive attacks on an ad-boc basis — 
talk radio. 

More-over, the managers of the world 
market sce that popular mood in capital- 
ist society fluctuates wildly, The medis 
energetically manipulates both the be- 
liefs and the mood of the majority 

॥ is well known among news people 
that, if a particularly grisly crime is 
widely reported in the newspaper or on 
TV, it will likely be repeated by some 
impressionable person quite won (this 
won't go on forever only because that 
kind of crime will lose it's novelty), 
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For the average person, the month of 
revolts two years ago when LA exploded 
in flames and several other cities had 
large nions might have been fifty years 
ago. But this is a symptom of the total 
tarian rule of mood — the present mo- 
mem overwhelms any the memory of 
yesterday, And it shows in the cnd that 
things are really unstable, ready burst 
apan given the right circumstances 

The past ७ not remembered but con 
structed & a part of the present — the 
image of The sixties.” "the eighties’ 
overwhelms any reliable knowledge 
most people have of those times. 

The total unity of this system is con: 
ealed only by it's hiding any possiblity 
of change. Many, many people are angry 
and desperate in today’s America. But 
relatively few people would describe an 
centre system as their enemy, We let our 
confusion be fed back in the form of 
empty choices 

‘This shows the strength and weak- 
nesses of the largest urban insurrection 
‘of the last twenty years. The LA riots 
showed that a vast number of people had 
no loyalty ॥0 consumer society and felt 
fucked over in many ways. But it 
showed litle in the way of a counter 
ower to the power of the state 


We are uying ७ create new ways of 
living. ur to do this we recognize that 
almost every way of acting that today 
says that its new and different is really 
an intensification of the oid 

This society has brought up a vast sea 
of possibilities. It heralds new ways of 
living, communicating. and relating H 
it mainly beings up the possibilities ७ 
crush us with them. When the vast ma- 
jority remain spectators. avam guard an. 
encounter groups, and other explore 
‘ions remain experiments im ways that 
‘capital can advance is domination 

The misery of vanisting possiblities 
‘can be seen in our milieu. Informal city 
dwellers, work resistors runaways, we 
could be almost a family This almost is 
the pain of modem existence. There iss 
leakage of trust — each person loses a 
७॥ with multiple oyalties and pressures 

How can we think about this life? 
Things are bundling along faster than any 
of the casy explanations can ever de 
Scribe them Indeed, you are clone to our 
‘view if you think that all the easy an- 
Swen आए part of the system that rs mar 
ing us closer wo ruin 

We are neither mindless activists of the 
Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP) 
variety nor pure subjectivists of the Va 
‘eigemist variety 

The Force that appears must rediscover 
activity — creative action without com 
pulsion. But in a frozen work! not yet 
shattered, our actions can only be build- 
{ng fora situation that कक seems impon 
sible — that is against the logic of now 
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shield. At one point we might talk about 

“people acting for themselves.” But we 
‘expect the reader to figure out this means 
impoverished people creating a new 
‘world, not yuppies going shopping The 
meaning of each wond depends on the 
context of the article, the magazine and 
this society Our words are not axiomati- 
cally defined formulas but fluid re- 
sponses to changing conditions of tie 
social maelstrom, They aim ॥) be accu- 
rately chosen blows against the current 
‘conditions 
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ਰਾ ਵਜ stam Terrorist ideology vay 
ve up using the methods ot he 

capitalist state; the specialization of 
power and a population that is kept 
passive spectators. And the terrorist 
grup generally aims to recreate a new 

Capitalist state on the basis of ational 

Liberation.” {see nationalism) 

ion: An orgaration mat 953 as ੩ teoker 

‘ate nour आएं cao Thus any organization 
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this society wie ०७९७७9 cerranding more I 

is no surprize that unin act against the wort 
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Wage labor: ‘when a person ३७७ Pest acy 
tor money This seemingly simple operation ਤੇ the 
basis out 49९४0३ power, growth ੩0 decay 
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Destroying the democratic spirit 
means refusing the smallness, the ftat- 
ness of this world as well as the illusions 
and manipulations of this world. This 
society provokes a need for judgment — 
to evaluate its situation ìn definitive 
manner. Absolute certainty of right and 
wrong is characteristic of those who will 
greatly, ॥ is the opposite of morality 
because it says “my good is my good and 
do not care if anyone else hasit.” Great 
wans, great mistakes, great hunger 
and great judgments are what the dispos- 
sessed lack as much as food, clothing 
and shelter. 

Certainty this isa 
society whose 
judgment on itself 
has boen read and 
is subconsciously 
known by all. Prom 
the old socialist 
movements to the 
situationists, the 
path to a different 
world is known and 
not taken. Our tam- 
and our 
Practice aims ७) be 
self-conscious of 
our existence as 
process. Social ex- 
istence is com 
stantly changing, 
even if in today’s world italways retums 
७ the same small area. 

The context of each article depends on 
the historic context of the dispossessed 
We aim to create new possibilities but 
naturally must begin with some of the 
same old words that capitalism wes ७0 
destroy all thought of anything new, This 
is just as when partisans begin armed 
with fewer weapons than a regular army. 

We can add the entire context of the 
dispossessed only by cleverly thrusting 
forward our assumptions. Thos we ex- 
pect the reader, our ally, to make ੩੬ 
sumptions with us, to build up an 
‘understanding of our new methods from 
words that start out seeming old. 

‘This is not an axiomatic system that 
proves that we will succeeded, but nei- 


ther is oar effort a matter of pure theto- 
ne 

This method is chancy and we must 
take responsibility for our tactics. Words 
do not have any meaning we wish bat 
only the meanings we manage 80 give 
them. We attack morality bot will use 
good and bad as short-hand for what we 
want, We attack democracy but do not 
aim for the common opposite — “cts 
thin ` 

Nane i the epecializd thinking produced by 
hia curon ਨਕਲ has any ७९०240. AD 
‘historical thought. (mom mainstream at, se 
ace. and philosophy, ७० धि. anarchism, 
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megy against 
‘capital relations in 
esl 

This magazine has 
3 similar project ७ 
Marr aad ihe varion 
‘comma alura 
‘cod thinkers of the nineteenth and twentieth 
ਰਜ We moet less accept the “Yt ਦਯ 
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stores worker’ movements 

Mas the make up of capitalist society is ०0७ 
Mandy changing. We ate against unions and 
Lennie — the old eneenies of the working 
late Bat af the moment this son of enemy of 
the working cass seems ७ have dissolved into 
१ wader, mowe moder spectnim of enemies of 
‘the working class The Leninist is ast ਕਲ kind 
of Jetist. The unionin can be » burescrat. a 
‘specialist. a moralist. a cial worker andor a 
हत democra depending how radical a po 
te he or she kes. 

The national विजन १७१ आर the cy 
"੫੦੪੨" coemy that seems to have still have 
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Aone is March 
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coarse instruments which tyranny for 
erty employed: but the civilization of 
our age has perfected despotism ise, 
though it seemed io have nothing to 
learn.” de Tocqueville, Democracy In 
America (pg.97) 

‘America really is entering a period of 
greater democracy. Bill Clinton's clec 
tion campaign has never stopped. Polis 
are still being taken about his latest 
struggles. From the New Hampshire pri 
mary to the health care reform cam- 
paign, TV has tried to draw us imo his 
endless fights with other mighty bureau- 
੦੩੬ — from George Bush to Robert 
Dole vo Saddam Hussein. Even more, we 
are expected to cheer Clinton in fights 
against us. “How well do you think that 
Cimon succeeded in communicating the 


need for sacrifice w the American peo- 
phe. 

The ।992 elections had the biggest 
tumout of a presidential election in 
twenty years. From elections to polls w 
talk-radio to the “internet,” never has the 
average citizen had so many chances for 
a voice in their goverment, But this 
hasn't helped the hapless citizen. The 
average, passive voter probably ts 
poorer and has less control over his or 
her life than ever before. 

To understand bow people lose this 
game, we have to look at how the game 
ts really played. 

In pro basketball, fouling छ part of the 
game. Some teams play with a little 
more finesse, other usea litle mare brute 
strength. The honest fan doesn’t look 
down on the player who fouls, oly the 
player who gets caught. So the player is 


n 


allowed १७ do anything — except to 

ywestion the real rules of the game. If 
Kurt Rambus (a “physical player” trom 
a few years back) said at a press confer 
cence “Yes, | intend to foul people, that's 
my job,” be could be expelled from the 
league 

American Democracy works the sume 
way. If we play the game, we can ques- 
tion everything except the real rules of 
the game. But here the game is some- 
thing that dominates our lives 

The game toxtay is exchange. It domi- 
nates our daily lives when we must cx 
change our time at work for our survival 
M dominates the world system when the 
clectronic world market allocates all re- 
sources by exchange 

Poll takers constantly ask about OJ 
‘Simpson's murder trial, the best way to 
‘make America more productive or bow 


ee 
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to keep children off drugs. But answer 
ing these sorts of questions only makes 
People think more in terms of life con- 
tinuing exactly asitis now. The pollsters 
‘slave questions talk only 
about how this society 
should best he run. They as- 
some that everyone will 
live in nuctear family, go to 
‘work, work really hard for 
low pay, come home and 
ook at ੩ TV star on the 
moving screen. 
The sion 

We attack democracy as 
such, we don't want “real 
democracy” instead 
“fake democracy.” Today's 
system of vacuum-packed 
choices ७ the flip-side of 
the market perfecting itself 
‘The progress of exchange, of capital, is 
also the creation of capital's own model 
of thinking 

AN forms of democratic ideology ap- 
peal to ੩ model of human behavior that 
implies each person is wholly separate 
social agent who only affects others in 
fixed, definable ways. Perfect democ- 
tacy — constant polling, an almost per- 
‘manent election campaign — merely 
weighs each impulse in the market place 
of ideas 

Democracy is the language of “oom. 
mon sense” in a world where capitalism 
controls people's senses. It defends the 
right, for example, for a man ७0 shout 
cat-calls at a woman because that man's 
actions are simply “Iree speech” not coo- 
nected to any social action 

Today's democracy never has to attack 
its true enemies but only phantasms 
within itself. ॥ ੧੮ only the exchange ot 
one sort of rhetoric for another. So all 
rhetoric of this samt is empty because is 
only wed to shout at another: Most voi- 
Ens vote for the candidate they think will 
win instead of the candidate they agree 
with. This is logical. Why should they 
care? Everyone knows that things will 
remain about the same no matter what 
they do. So why not support a winner 
instead of a loser? No one cares that 
politicians lie. They care if the politician 


gets caught tying. This proves the politi- 
cian is weak and so a loser 

। you make a chotce passively. some- 
‘one could just as well act on your choice 


without you having to do anything. Of 
‘course presidential elections are only 
held every four years but if Clinton re- 
sponds to cach month's polls, the gov 
‘ernment truly hears the passive “voice of 
the people.” 

“Would you like me to shoot you now 
‘or wait till get home?” Elmer Fudd to 
Daffy Duck “Should the federal gor- 
‘ernment cut services or raise taxes?” 
Bill Clinton to the working class. 

‘OF course all the choices the media 
serves up to us have hidden clauses that 
change their apparent meaning. The fed- 
cml government reduces its entire 
budget Then the local puppets frame the 
choice of ੮੪੬ for local voters. These 
voters then get w support one austerity 
‘measure or another. 

But this is because the marketplace of 
ideas works against us. But is this be- 
Cause this market is unfair? No! Even a 
{air marketplace of deas simply decides 
the best direction for capital Our कळा. 
vantage in talk-show dialogues is the 
same as our disadvantage compared ७७ 
employers or banks. 


Why Democracy Hou? 
“We must learn to make the process of 


governing as entertaining as we have 
learned to make [electoral] politics en- 
tertaining.” 

Maz Frankel, Editor, The New York 
Times 


a 


The game of letting the ruled panici- 
pate in their own exploitation not new. 
The present subtle switch from George 
Bush's upper-class style to Bill Clinton's 
democratic style is a 
comer: part to the rise of 
the mega-capitatists. The 
eighties ended with stock 
‘market crashes that her- 

alded the end of junk 
bonds as a strategy for to- 
tal capital to expand The 
economy could no longer 
be artificially expanded 

by the easy-money finan- 
cial manipulations of Mi 

chael Milken, George 
Bush, Paul Volker and 
Company. 

Instead of artificially 
expanding, ॥ ॥ now 
sucking all resources into it's empty cen 
ter The faction of capitalists at the very 
top are the billionaires — financiers like 
Adnan Khoshaggi, entrepreneurs like 
Bill Gates and a bost of invisible charac- 
ters, This small group had their wealth 
and power tremendously increased by 
the expansion of financial manipulations 
and electronic world markets. Currency 
and “derivative” speculation had ex 
panded until today they involve trillions 
of dollars changing hands on a weekly 
basis., This game uses and expands the 
power of this ultra-rich class. 

As today’s crisis system moves to mar- 
shall every possible force in its defense, 
ises our choices about how best to be 
exploited against us. This system ७ the 
dictatorship of the commodity, the world 
market and of the billionaires, But si- 
multancousty itis the rule of democracy, 
Once all action and every person can be 
translated into empty choices, those 
choices can be exchanged with each 
other like dollars or spectacular images. 

If people are given a free choice about 
bow w sell themselves to the world mar- 
ket, then the system in total will run 
much more smoothly. When commenta- 
tor say “Tet the public decide the best 
health plan” they mean let people find a 
plan that gives the insurance companies 
the highest premiums that workers cam 
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pay and still survive on. Managers will 
ive people free-regn ॥0 decide which 
way to sell themselves tothe market. 

Democracy became the dominant ide 
ology right after “ght-money iow 
growth became the main economic pol- 
icy. Tight money reigned in financial 
speculation and began the present १४ 
tem of reorpanization terror ॥ goaded 
lower-level capitalists tn produce more 
without spending more This caused cor- 
pomtions to attack both workers and the 
previously ignored level of middle-man- 
agement, 

The financial capitalists’ power de- 
pends ou the expansion of an abstract 
chunk of money. So democracy is an 
ideal strategy The financial capitalist 
don't care whether they invest in defense 
contracting, prisons. computers t track 
drug-olfenders, or for-profit hospitals 

Thus the ruling party switched trom the 
party of corruption — the republicans 
under Hush, to the party of participation 
— the Democrats ander Clinton But 
naturally democracy implies many more 
switches after this 


Hil 
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racy was held buck by local authontar 
ans and by the capitalists fear chat the 
lea of democracy would make people 
‘ungovernable, 

Now that capital has perfected demo- 
‘cratic participation, all previous forms of 
capitalism can he seen as instances af 
democracy. It is thus not surprising that 
democratic thinkstanks are able 0 give 
good advice. 40 dictatorships Jike Pino- 
chet's Chile. ॥ is not surprising that 
Mitler came to power through the demo- 
cratic operations of the Wiemar republic. 
(There was some cheating but we ab- 
ready know cheating ७ part of any 
game, 

Democracy is now the ideal dialogue 
‘of capital. Participation in this process is 
speaking the language «if the market 
‘whether it ìs participatory. authoritarian 
‘or technical. The methods of military 
“pay-war™ propaganda are the methods 
‘of the modern democratic political cam- 


paign are the methods of modem gov- 
cemment आए the methods of leftists dis- 
cussing ways to improve the system. The 
enemy ७ isolated, personalized and at- 
tacked using claims that are mos likely 
to get automatic reactions from the ਸਵ” 
ated spectator 

Every apparent rebellion that tied, 
covery useless exercise of freedom. reap- 
pears in the accounting of capital. The 
system ofthe Soviet Union was identical 
to the system of war-time production in 
‘our “free-market” system. Thus the final 
emd of the Soviet Union has given the 
extended insurance system a quantita- 
uve measure of state-capitalism versus 
private enterprise. 

“The more people relate onthe level of 
“pure democracy.” the more they relate 
on the level of abstract, formal equality. 
‘Ani the mone they have an incentive to 
solve the system's problems. Everyone 
becomes a bureaucrat versus everyone 
else. Everyone ७ equal as long as they 
‘cach play the same role We आए all equal 
as consumers, voters, TV watchers, or 
citizens. That, we canal be exchanged 
in our functions. 

To write a letter to a congressman is ६) 
center into a buge system of date-creation 
‘tut ultimately makes poopie les pow 
erful. The ultimate passivity of a permit- 
ted, experimentally controlled role 
makes it predictable. 

“The stock market, the media consult- 
amis, the political think-tanks, the poll- 
stens, the market researchers and the big 
charities constitute an immense elec- 
ironic memory bank and simulation of 
all the permitted choices that “consum- 
ला. "The public.” the spectames, the 
passive make. The election industry 
speculates about each way that each 
given choice is framed! and then creates 
strategies for extracting maximum prof- 
॥ from each citizen's choice, 

With this automation of control, 
demacratie regimes are mrw the most 
cost effective. This is part of Way's 
intensification of democracy, Once ide- 
‘ology sees formal democracy m all acts 
‘of government, cost accounting de- 
mands that redundant local tyrants be 
removed. Even in backward areas like 


Haiti or Somalia, capital moves ॥0 re 
place local butchery with the “acciden 
tal” mass murders of democracy. 


म, 

i oppone every version 
of democratic ideology. On one hand. 
after a revolution there won't be a nood 
to fixate on the process of reaching cach 
decision. For example, one person could 
decide a day's delivery schedule in ੩ 
communal warehouse without oppress- 
ing the other workers. Other workers 
tight prefer to spend their time walking 
‘on the beach than double checking cach 
decision. The dispatcher would have ne 
‘evercive power over the other partici- 
pants in the warehouse. Deciding the 
‘schedule would not give ber entrenched 
privilege that she could accumu and 
‘exchanged for other things. For their 
‘own enjoyment, the worker might want 
tocollectively decide the menu of a com- 
munal kitchen even it was a less efficent 
we of time. 

No scheme for managing society will 
by itself create a new society. Highly 
democratic, bighly authoritarian and 
mixed schemes are now used to mimin- 
ister capitalism. The basic quality of 
capitalisin ७ that the average perwa has 
hule or 90 control over their daily life- 
Wage labor dominates society. You must 
cexchamge your lile w buy hack your 


ism will involve people directly comrol- 
ling the way they live. This is the 
individual and collective refusal of 
‘work, commodity production, and ex- 
ploitation. This will involve much col- 
lective decision making and much 
individual decision making. The tram- 
formation cannot be reduced io aset way 
‘of making decisions or a fixed. plan of 
action, 

Not believing in democracy means not 
automatically knowing how to proceed 
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democratic Commomsm 
'ammumsts Jo pot say that without 
capitalism we can guarantee that bu- 
‘mans will create a human community. It 
‘says that with capitate, humans cannot 
Create a human community, It vecs that 
any movement tor a troe community wil 
‘oppose capitalist social order and social 
relationships all along the way. The mo- 
Uvating force will not come with a com- 
munist blueprint It will come from 
living of proletarians creating a new s0- 
ial relation 
‘The spirit of collective power, of a 
community of masters, ७ exactly the 
‘opposite of the democratic spirit. De 
mocracy drowns the individual in the 
choices of the majority. ॥ presumes that 


The spiri of proletarian struggle can be 
soen when a group of partisans fan-out 
todefenda city. Each wing has the power 
to actalone in attacking capitalist forces 
Each wings just as willing to give in 0 
the authority of the other proletarian 
when they indicate they know the terrain 
beter 

“The formal decision making process 
will depend on the situation. Unanimity, 
a majority vote, or minority action will 
be usod depending om the terrain of the 
battle, ॥ is not a maner of fixed rights 
‘but of people supporting cach other, 

Those who are taking back their lives 
mast be strong and alive. not fuir and 
democratic. When a mass of commdes 
satisfy their desires by looting a super- 
market they bave acted directly on their 
collective wills. Butit is ridiculous to say 
this action was fairer than them collec- 
tively voting for a congresswomnanvman 
(OF voting to raise their taxes to pay for 
more police. They violated “process” by 
not palling everyone beforehand. It's not 


‘a.manter of whether looters could ever 
have the right numberof people together 
to “have permission” to act Profetarians 
should always act as actively allied crea- 
tors of ੩ new order, not as passively 
equal citizens. 

Virtually all of the past two hundred 
years’ lurches towards tbe potlaich, ॥0- 
‘wands communism, have begun ande- 
mocrotically. The rioters of LA dìd not 
require the formal permission of a deci- 
ston-making body before creating their 
explosion. The insurrection that started 
the Spanish Civil War in ।936 began 
with a spontancous reaction of workers 
to Francisco Franco's military coup, The 
wildcat general strike in May of 68 in 
Paris began with a spontaneous rejection 
‘of the entire society that was fueled by 


was certainly a lot of cheating i the 
French COTS “union democracy” bot 
‘this wouldn't have changed the final re- 
sull See “How To ‘Go Beyond The SI’ 
In Ten Simple Steps,” this issue) In 
‘Spain 36, democratically elected anar- 
‘chist union leaders controlled the ten- 
‘dency to communalize all society. They 
were able $o convince the most militant 
‘workers that it would be undemocratic 
to impose socialism without! the ap- 
proval of the passive majority. 

The dispossessed should not be fair but 
be alive and strong. To be anti-demo- 
‘cratic is wo reject the fetish of democracy, 
to not give any voting process an inber- 
cally superior position over the total 
process of living Proletarians, those 
who have nothing to lose from the de- 
struction of this society and know it, 
must become anti-democratic to 
achieve their ends. 

Workers must seize control of their 
‘workplace o their neighborhood Notio 
manage them in the same way 2s before 
but to have as much power as possible. 


es gaint Steep And Nightmare 
Evon Wf at ੩ cermin point ੩ group of 
‘roletarians use votes to decide the path 
taken, they cannot allow democratic 
Blessings to justify their actions uny 
‘more than they can allow reformism, 
unionism, or pacifism to mystify their 
actions. The number in favor of a deci- 
sion will be only one factor among many 
influencing those who refuse the demo- 


‘cratic fetish. 

Vis eee 
‘more than ever. This weakness may be 
partially offset by the wemendous will- 
ingness of the system's propagandists to 
rely on raw democracy to accomplish it’s 
goals. Freedom of choice is no longer 
only given as a concession but is pushed 
‘constantly as a weapon. 

7 ਨਾਸ saa 
‘ive that they have nothing to lose from 
the destruction of this society, they may 
realize the mirage of it's democracy. The 
LA riots were the most undemocratic 
action imaginable — absolutely m: per- 
mission was ever asked by those who 
looted, either from authorities or from 
unions or from workers councils, Still 
there was no conscious critique of de- 
mocracy in that short time in LA. 

So we can imagine many more insur- 
rections. like Paris 68, where masses 
with many democratic and other bour- 
gcois illusions act in a practically com- 
‘munist manner. Here, if the word 
“democracy” is used by people to do- 
scribe reconquering their own lives, self- 
conscious communists wouldn't 
mindlessly attack it Rather, an anti- 
democratic minority would spell-out the 
practical actions that are necessary Io 
achieve a new society and show how 
little formal democracy has ੧੧ do with 
them. In those conditions, an anti-demo- 
craic minority is in a good position ७ 
‘fight the mystifications that have served 
As breaks on the carlier movements. 


FABLES OF AUSTERITY 
There's jam tomorrow and jam yesterday 
‘but never jam today... 


Like lemmings, the obedient 
workers of today are expected to 
crush themselves on the myths of 
crisis, budget deficits, infla- 
tion, global competitiveness 
or high technology. Mysteri- 
ous explanations of our fall- 
ing wages appear and disap- 
pear like villains on day-time 
soaps. Stern bank presidents 
give unquestionable reasons 
why we must give one more 
pound of flesh for financial 
stability. CNNsuddenly tells 
us the remote-control com- 
puterized world-marketis the 
final arbitrator of our wage 
and work conditions. The 
I994 US recovery was worse 
than the I993 recession. The 
unemployment rate may have 
dropped a big ।% but unemploy- 
ment benefits and youth summer 
jobs got cut more, The hours of 
those who had jobs have gone up 


to torture levels. 
The usual rhetoric is that no ove 
understands a 300 billion dollar deficit, a 3 
trillion dollar economy or I "काशा dollar 
a-week currency speculation. Of 
ਹਉ the workings of the 

economy aren't simple 

But we can still use 

abstraction 

approximation 


understand the system. 

The Federal Reserve sells ws inflation, 
unemployment. am! the deficit we forces 
independent from how we live. But no matter 
how elaborate the computerized money 
system becomes, the economy will always 
bil down to the way people relate ७) exch 
ther tingle person mow cannes challenge 


ਛਕ. The initial harriers are the cope 
snd the merchants Wut te larger barrier ७ 
that po one person has a community, + 
collective response, to fall back on. The LA 
riots ended when people ha kosteat mat vt 
the stuff that was in the area. They dt 
{orm a community esther create anew way 
of living ow fend off the National Giant 

‘Wage labor seems imple. You sell your 
scuvity for something of valve Buti hides 
thom erie power create. thet ਭਾਈਆਰੀਦਦ 
sity thes winds up confrvating them ax 
something external, outside their control 
Cars, Nintendo games, houses and TV 
programs seem ७) come from the magical 
‘economy rather thas coming from our 


activity The single separation of wage labor 
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Zives birth to the whole vasthostof apparently 


stutonomous economic forces 
We tke the loose term crisis system to 
describe the methods af using its up and 
downs against us that the economy hax 
developed since about 7970. To show how 
the crisis system rests on oar alienation, we 
will look the two faces of wage labor 
preductice and consumption. 
CONSUMPTION 


- (the commodity) is a definite social 
relation between men, (sie) that in 
thev eyes arom the fantastic form 
of a relation between things. Marx, 
Capital, V.I, pe: 72. (rearranged to 
ਦਾਦ phrasing) 

The American form of the crisis 
system hares the marks of the aMivent 
society that produced it, Even when 
60% of workers live two pay-cbecks 
from homelessness, the image of 
massive wealth still dominates their 
tives 

‘The classical affluent ciety lasted 
from I950 to about I973. This model 
eas promoted as 4 way to deal with 
excess labor militancy and factory 
capacity after WWII. It 456०8 that 
society produced enough to give 
everyone a bigger pece of tbe poe But 
the pieces ofthe pie were only pivem in 
term of participation in an artificial 
patriarchal community. 

Workers sold their tives, their 
productive activity, to buy back 

cached survival. Enriched survival (the 

Package deal”) is survival on both the 
physical and the social level. A conformis 
society expected a white, male, “middie 
class” worker to bave a well-paid factory ot 
fice job in the suburba. He was expected to 

"ਬਦ & car amd a house. support ੩ wife and 

कार and save enough money to send his 

Kids w college. AI his money would thus be 

spent keeping-up १ pre-package life in the 

TV defined ਕਵਣ ਕਸਮ Lf the ideal 

"mille class” worker didn't have a wife 
nd a house, be could be fired. Blacka, poor 
whites and women were exc haded foes this 
model But esough people were affected that 
the newly created television networks coukd 

show a universal image of America having a 
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Myth: “bly father worked hard so his chil- 
dren could pet a better life. I think i's time 
our children had more of the same spirit.” 
White House Chief Of Staff Leon Panete, 
an working for a chance to work harder. 
Myth: wages are equal to how productive 
a vorher is 

What myth hides: wages tnd to go deram 
to the cost of reproducing a person om the 
level of social survival 

‘When workers are fighting defensively in 
this society, the fight comes down tc 
negotiating the basic level of sia survival 
- the social contact. The implicit question 
people collectively anrwer each is "how 
much can we take?” 

Government, businesses and unions 
created the alflueni society by engineering > 
high comt and highly policed 
system of social survival 

"Corporate Americ 
‘braced the affluent society 
for twenty five years. Ni gave them 
3 willing. well-controlled work 
force. Since they had a monopoly, 
ਜਦ the wor! ecomomy, the 


Working class resistance and the force of 
the world markets eventually made 
corporations give up the affluent society 
package deal. Inspire by Vietnam, drugs and 
social disintegration, children of both workers 
and professionals had refused the social 
policing of the package deal. During the 
sixties and seventies, many people "dropped 
out" They used the affluent society's 
‘massive social slack for bedomistic, counter 
‘cultural living. Welfare and aliemative work 


ਣਾ 

‘Evenrelatively well paid workers refused 
the discipline of the factory and weni on 
wild cat strike guint company and the union 
Also many smaller industrial corporations 
had broken unions and directly pushed down 
the price of survival. In both these trends 
there was unfortunately not a collective 
respeme defending the interests of all of the 
exploited together. 

The end of U.S. domination of the world 
economy was official when the Bremon- 
Woods treaty bruke-down The value of the 
{US dollar could no longer be fixed artificially 
high. It came down and then high-priced 
energy kneels pushed down wages. And 

average wages have kept going down, 


expanding 
after the 
sixties 
The 
marketers 
fot today 
tell notonly 
padgets but 
‘entire fekte 


chology 
eld demands 

people pay for bei 
The insurance 


fot the damage done by every kind of 
consumption. The justice system forces 
‘workers to pay massive insurance to drive to 
jobs that have movedto the suburbs. Software 
Companies [ਬਾਬਰ copyrights and patents 
con whole categories of information 
The marketing system of today covers a 
ridieulous, Hosted area of life. Thus fewer 
and fewer can afford ७ buy simulations, The 
number of people covered by the corporate 
package deal" ix less and less each year. 
The workers who are covered toil ever more 
devperately io keep the ume “life-style on 
massively decreased wages In the US, the 
average work -week is approaching 60 hours. 
Many former housewives work to make the 


n 
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syle 
The number of "plastic surgery” 
‘operations dove in the US has doubled every 
five years since I96b. Clerks in large 
department stores must spend a large 
percentage oftheir wages simply co clothes 
for their jobs. The standards of appearance 
od attitude are daily raised to the point 
where fewer and fewer people can satisfy 
tem, Appearance as un endless staircase of 
prestige wus systematically begun with 
fashion magazine femininity glamour) sold 
(ਨ middle-class housewives. It i» now being 
intensified and generalized to all men and 
we 
RACKETS 
Fewer people being able to pay is not by 
itself a problem ਲਾਗਾ ਆ 
only changes the way business works. The 
‘tsi system supplements the affluent society 
with a greater accumulation of confusion, 
‘competition and rackets The new rheto 
To preserve the pie, fewer peple will yet « 
slice 
‘All the producers of simulations also 
become owners of rackets. They extract 
surplus valve directly out of those who will 
fot pay for their package dealt. Record 
publishers quietly collect rallies from the 
Mank tape makers. The law assumes that ੪ 
certain percentage of people who use blank 
tapes will make illegal copies of records 
‘oca-cola and Pepe promote ७ whole life 
style and are moving to control thus life style 
ਪਦ ਅਲੀ more beginning with lepal trade 
mark litigation to protect their image Multi 
media companies which cwm unages, ideas 
ways of doing things far owt ७० any mafia 
street protection scam 
The expunsion of the police, copyright 
controls, gangs and “Tntelletusl पणाला 
are the alter life of extended survival. They 
kives corporation profits beyond the 
corporations ability to contribute tothe social 
survival of thone in the package deal. (See 
ASAN M, pp. 26, The Information System), 
The most “advanced systems of 
capitalism have been the most desirable to 
Expor vo the former colonial nations. Thus 
armas aod intellectual property - the tools 
‘ol rackets are the mest widely exported 
commodities worka wde 
The 0000 "middle cis 
of government and 
corporate 
functionaries in 
South Americ 
Arca, ce the former 
Soviet Bloc look ੧੦ 
Levi's Jeane und take! 
up American corporate 


SS 
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AUTOMATION 

The Myth: we are now in a post in- 
dustrial society where robots have 
taken “the good jobs.” 

‘The new rhetoric of this society 
is that capitalists have automated 
everything tothe point where work- 
ersare no longer needed. Itcontin- 
uesthe “end of the working class” 
with a different rhetoric. The TV 
‘once said everyone who worked 
was middle class. The TV now 
‘says everyone who works is gone, 
useless. 

In terms of bare technology many 
‘companies could have started firing half 
their workers ten or twenty years ago. Even 
बाणा" factory can supply the needs 
ot a vastly disproporiwaste numberof people 
The American “Creat Depression” sawe 
unemploymem hovering around twenty: 
percent for years Thos a part ofthe population 
‘wound up supporting the entire economy. 
Today, six milion people work two jobs. 

tots, for example. have not had quite 
the labor-saving impact the propaganda 
claims, Toyota Motors recently opened-ap a 
Spacia) less-autumated factory in Japan ts 
[once lee-expensive cars, For tbe market, 
3 human has an advantage over a robot. 
Humans are general purpose. They can be 


told ७ १७ so. They can be supported with 
‘modest supplies or even no supplies at all for 
a while. 

The advantages of robots can often be 
Ulusionary. The power machine and the 
computer have already eliminated the top 
and thebottom of labor leaving a wide middle. 
While robots can produce much more of a 
single item, they still require supervision 
‘They must be programmed for each given 
task. They are expensive to produce. They 
‘must be maintained periodically. They are 

‘only applicable to single production 
ਹਉ 


ਲਨ 
imposing social reorganization on ux. The 
affluent society has broken-down in 


Australia, old form» of working clas 
solidarity survived a little mare the build-up 
‘of the consumer society. So these societies 
‘now have been less successful smashing 
social solidarity. 

‘The period of ""postindusrialism” is 
simply capital reaping the false 
consciousness it had sewed in the affluent 
swiety Once the affluent society brake dwn, 
Capitalista no longer had to put automation in 
terms of giving people more “free time 
‘They could rework the production process as 
much us they wanted 

‘The importance of robots and computers 
is often to allow a new type of production. 
‘Since the mid-eightis, auto companies have 
produced engines with micro-fine tolerance 
of parts This makes them both more efficient 
and makes W impossible to maintain them 
‘with normal tools. Thus the large 
manufacturers have managed to capture the 
bome grown car maintenance market This 
hasn't lowered the production cost of a car 
imen prices have riven and bave no been 
entirely artificially beld up. It has ths simpy 


Ia Geveral Motors can break tbe productiva 
factory into many parts. each of which 
happens in » diferent part of the world, GM 
can give the impression that no tingle wurker 
is necessary. They can eliminate the efecto 
a strike of the whole factory or of any crucial 
clement. They can force workers to expend 
the muximum creative energy doing “all the 
jobs" instead of each worker having fixed 
duties. This reorganization is a political 
accomplishment The rhetoric of "he death 
‘of the working class” belpa this happen. The 
capitalist may not bave changed either the 


‘versions of a person's relations to production 
॥ 


No.5 

੪ = 

ਲਾਲੀ 

and the bottom of work. The perfect 

frp eter, 

peodection but this bas po ooe single 
perfection. 

ee ae ae 
अन्य tie decal जम wld 
market. The operation of the market is so 
per वम नची 
੦4 eiim abereren 
profits ad power before. "fis wot broken, 
fa, (ਅਜ 
ਕਪ ਤਕ 
fo << 
us, the working class. The extension of the 
fou = vied the waking ls ८ 
pr tops CS 
contenaibly oppositional organization serves 
हि आकलन अर vite टोर 
ee पक्का तक 
(“चल भी wey econo 
Aa ali say they want “iheir people” to 
win in global competition, 

Thus capital makes constant war on the 
eer es 
o ਦੁਆ on cs ne 
filing class. Employer constanily try to 
vy the working cla as ocstegory. They 
ਨਾਲ 
ਦਰ wages to bare survival or lower. They 
(este a vast police msie. They give the 
impression that all activity is acquiesced on 
ਕੂ 

The myth of work itself no longer 
Jnatiering it o part ofthis war. Wage Jabor. in 
Mes moat ell carnation anon i 
still at the heart of capitalism. It simply no 
Monger ७० the garments of respectability that 
unionism or Budweiser commercials once 

pen 
Set 9५००४ 

From the numerical logic of production, 
the ideal worker is the dloponsessed worker 
ळय eratara 
From accounting” s logic. there is no need for 
ਕਦ hers ee on NN 
he 

The ital ਖਲਕ om se of 
<मा का म ਸਿ 
ਆਮਦਨ ਮਦਰ ਆਪ 
ogi Swe peed 
ਗਣ ਨਕਲ ar 
of existing machinery. The ideal higher level 
worker के skilled and flexible But since tbey 
are poodconsumers. they won't hand together 
ਰਲ कै 20० anne पदक 
working conditions or types of work done 
STs sol wert Ive cocoa cf 
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any real threat of rebellion This medel has 
been hander to sell io worker oe on the weld 
matet 

The “shit worker.” the worker al the 
bonom resolves, the poims where the 
simulation has failed. The bonam worker 
uses outdated machinery ७१ construct junh 
when the robots fail. 

The ideal hotiom worker makes pennies. 
day. A strong patriarchal state is best at 
‘guaranteeing their hard work. This state 
‘crushes all rebellion but keeps tbe worker in 
adequate health and spreads the ideology 
that work is a privilege 

» masly o0 


The bottom worker aurr 
the official margins, on stolen time or in 
shadowy arene not recognized by the work! 
market. I the third work, most lbs is abo 
outside ofthe world market's accounting. It 
appears as support, a corollary of the weed 
‘market that is pot measurable ਨ the Sollars 
of thia market but which the system still 
neee 

In Nigeria, Mexico and Peru. the largest 
popalation group iù a vasi army of 
“woemployed” scavenger, These are former 
peasants driven off the Jand and imio the 
‘ities. They survive through combing tradh 
and cooperating in shanty towns on the 
skins of huge and growing cities 

China has been the fastest growing 
economy in the world fo the last five years 
Here the former Stalinist state indirectly 
subsidizes export production, They sll lan 
electricity and labor a artificially low prices 
supported by the still surviving Stalinist 
‘central planning system. These prices can 
‘only be sustained by a state which simply 
takes much of the produce of the Chinese 
peasant. 

Planners naturally try ७१ merge the top 
workers and the botiom workers while 
perfecting each model's special properties 
Cycles of recovery and recession allow 
hedonism sod puritanise to alternately 
‘dominate ideologically 

The first worldfthird work! division of 
labor under capitalise is being broken up Ht 


diferent "aves" or social classes -who ਕਦ 
al proletarians 

To preserve its racket, the marketing 
system extends hierarchical ecosumpeion In 
the classical “industrial revolution," low: 
paid workers could consume the food, 
੬੦੬ and shelter needa for are survival 
Workers knew tbey were dispossesse since 
they had nothing. Under hierarchical 
comamption, survival ॥ never guarantee 
you commune more. you are jut more 


the les likely ‘psycho’ iso Kill you. The 
better the clothes, the more likely you will 
huve friends. The better the health plan. the 
Jess likely you aretodie in a diich. The better 
the insurance, the lo likely a disaster isto 
estoy your life savings. So if one accepts 
‘hetero m given. every level of consumption 
can masquerade as « level of privilege. So 
You can feel even if you are more miserable 
‘han a medieval suf, 

Hierarchical consumption is a world 
megy of development, Consumer ਜਾ 
is sill, & even more, devoted to creating 
anificial needs now that these needs can be 
met by fewer and fewer people. The terror of 
increasing needs calls on workers and 
‘managers to donate cxtra labor to capital in 
the vague of gaining favor, Everywhere, the 
multi-national corporations use more of this 


David 
Hasselhoff, star and co-producer of the low 
0७९७ ਐਬ Baywatch demands total 
efervescent enthusiasm" from anyone who 
‘works in the production company, (Sf 
Chronicle, dee 2.990) 

In mdvanoad mations, moch ofthe activity 


styles come from subcultures on the edge 
‘of consumer society. From Raiders jackets 
ਨ ਨਰ classes wtatloos, wolated consumers 
ishor to १00 the meaning missing in the 
vacuum of modern life. They then sell these 
ways of living to merchandisers la discount. 

The full crisis system tries to merges 
‘consumption and production in the racket 
‘worker, The racket worker is ੪ low-level 
entrepreneur. The racket worker perfects 
hierarchical consumption. They must 
‘constantly fend for their survival with little 
‘or mo knowledge of what will follow. The 
independent designer wbo doer the work 
typesetter: used to do, the trainer, the taxi 
driver, and most exactly the cop all fit thi 
‘deal. They must guard their piece of lithe 
capital. They move ambiguously between 
shit worker and privileged worker - knowing 
only vaguely how far they are in either 

ection. 
RESISTANCE 

‘The development of the means of 
production, the resistance levels of key 
mertem and berermianceof theentire society 
decide how mach the crisis system can exploit 


‘The weapon that has been lacking is a 
view जे the entire process This view wouid 
give an extra enzyme to any stack by 
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Sill today, not quite as many people see 
cans, fancy clothes and houses in tbesuburbs 
as privileges. Ads more often show them 
now as desperate escapes from even more 
desperate situations. When you buy natural 
food, you pay extra for fod they promise not 
to put poison in. When yuppies buy gap 
‘cotton clothes, they pay for “the soft. natural 
feeling that escapes a plastic impersonal 
society.” When you pay for insurance on a 
ear, you pay for the cont of the accidents and 
denih from an irrational transportation 
sytem. 

The working clase has both rejected the 
“values” that are promoted by the ruling 
lass, resisted particular incidents of 
Increased exploitation and risen-up in 

“rational” attacks on the entire system. 

GM worker went on ੪ short strike start 
September 24, ५94 again the forced over 
time in the Buick City" plant This strike 
shut down most of GM's US production, 
Which bad been going ut maximum capacity 

Thequestion al exactly how lar this misery 
can 80 will be unawered in term of misery, 
spirit, and physical survival 

We will see # alwys 
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What We Call Morality. 


‘The poster on the facing page was de- 

veloped to trace how the contradictions 
of modem moralistic reasoning rein- 
force the atrocities of modern civiliza- 
tion. 
‘Moray Relates to good ant evi. 2 alg with 
pood and ri 3 capable ol dstngpising betwen 
ood and ovi, or. engaging in goad conduct over 
evi conduct, somtimes specifically sewal vit 
ams 

When Christopher Columbus brought 
kidnaped Caribbean Indians to Spain 
they died shortly afterwards. They could 
not adapt to the slave existence the no- 
bles of Medieval Europe imposed on 
them. Forced labor did not physically 
kilt them. They were killed by the loss of 
their spontaneous, communal way of 
We 

‘The citizens of industrial democracies 
have acquired great and dubious ability 
to adapt to difficult conditions. Wilhelm 
Reich studied the submission of the av- 
erage German to NAZI ideology. He 
wrote how rigidly held postures and at- 
एल helped the average citizen em- 
bence irrational ideology. He defined 
these rigid postures that prevented peo- 
ple from feeling pleasure as Character 
armor. Reich's analysis of fascism can 
be applied to every nation today. The 
citizens of modem society teed their 
‘character armor to adapt to the mechani- 
cal rhythm of daily life. It prevents them 
from feeling the pain of losing their com- 
‘munities and their spontaneous animal 
existence, 

Not feeting the pain of losing a fluid 
existence, the armored person also does 
not see what they lose. Instead of view- 
ing life as something to be enjoyed each 
‘moment, the civilized or armored per- 
sonality views life as a series of me- 
chanical choices and goals: to go to 
work, get money, get sex, get fame etc 

“From Christianity to Islam to Hin- 

duism, all civilizations were 
originally based on creating 
governments to prevent hu- 
mans from choosing to harm 


” HARDLINE poster 

Morality is the natural logic of charac- 
ter armor. Character armor keeps peo- 
ple from feeling own fuid existence and 
their community. So they see pleasure 
‘only indirect - in things totaly outside of 
themselves. They see pleasure in my- 
thologically “innocent” beings instead 


A 


“The innocent,” can be Jesus, babies, 
children, animals, “oppressed people,” 
‘or women, depending on the myth they 
follow. The image of the innocent is an 
image of a sensuous being with the 
sexuality moved to a mystical plane 


ਸਦ ਤੀਰ ofthe te 


market uproots cach superstition and ar- 
‘chaic value. Science teaches ७५ that all 
matier is composed of atoms, that the 
stars are far-off suns, that human life is 
created by of chemicals, etc.. The world 
economy shows us that the carth, the air, 
the oceans and ideas all have prices fixed 
by mining rights, pollution rights and 
‘intelectual property 

Pure morality reduces all thinking ७ 
som of choice. C.S. Lewis gives a list 
of quotes that show the similarity of 
Christian and the other laws of other 
religions. (Don’t murder, don't steal, 
don't adulter cic) The modem moral 
philosopher, such as C. 5. Lewis, decom- 
poses every total myth into ੩ series of 
small choices based on arbitrary valves 


He shows that cach religion has approxi- 
‘mately the same “morality. 

Pure morality ts a product of this soci- 
ety. It ७ marketed like any other com- 
modity. High school gym teachers are 
assigned to show that every religious 
value” is equally valid as ੩ passive 
choice. Every form of mystified choice, 
from “Everything I Need To Know I 
Learned In Kindergarten” wo “The Fetus 
Never Gets A Choice” to quaker paci- 
fism ७ “Sex positive” pornography 
sales w Islamic Fundamentalism now 
competes within the marketplace of val- 


WE, eare the web of ie 
is but a strand in i.” 

Chief Sealth (Seattle) 

A good civilecation thinks nothing of 
murdering millions of people to get 
them to understand the need to protect 
innocents.” 

HARDLINE 

Stil, the ahistorical abstraction of the 
market can only see the different stages 
‘of human history as different permuta- 
tions of the pure alienation of market 
relations. ॥ cannot see cach stage as 
different ways of being. When the mor- 
alist decomposes cach carier religion 
into a series af consumer choices, they 
don't see the differing total social con- 
texts these religions had. Just as the frec- 
market economist implicitly assumes 
that primitive gatherers would manage 
their forest in the same way as a modem 
lumber company, the moralist assumes a 
primitive person would make choices of 
values the way the modem citizen de- 
cides ੪ believe Oral Roberts, Pat Boon 
‘or the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi 

Sothe logic of morality sees no relation 
between the good. innocent, and the per- 
son choosing the good. The formulation 
a pure GOOD severs the chooser from 
the choice. "Talking about the social 
roots of animal oppressors is an empty 
excuse. Either someone has the choice 
or they dont.” HARDLINE 
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UNCONDITIONAL DEFENSE OF INNOCENT VICTIMS 
FOU HAVE BEEN WARNE — 


cmimer 

Hardline ७ working ७ give ७ 
ier erst dep 
‘sanding of civilination’ original 
meaning People may say Ibarat- 
ਪਗ animai For sorta cheney 
isa crime. We say, the ONLY 


2८ Premian, 6 % jution Join 
se Ve or be an appre 
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For all classical 
morality, the great- 
est good is to give 
up yourself, ७ be 
goles, Christian- 
ity calls on its fob- 
lowers to let their 
‘oldselves de, John 


your country can 
do for you, ask 
what you can do 
for your country.” 
Fa. 

So the logic of 
character armor 
sand the logic of at- 
‘mized free choice 
wind up being the 
same. Both soris of 
thinking see the 
७००१0७२ innocent 

totally outside 
the person, 


's Sacrat 

i 
nationalist, the 
“Tove” of the inno- 
cent transforms 
imo the hatred of 
the guilty, the pro- 
fane or the sexual. 
Sins against mno- 
cence require un- 
limited retribution 
When the NAZI 
harangued against 
the Jews, they did 
s0 in the name of 
the innocent Ger- 
man blood. George 
Washington at- 
tacked “the sav- 
ages” for 
massacring “inno- 
cem” women and 
children 
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The American military/media complex 
backed its mass bombing of bundrods of 
thousands of Iragi conscripts with false 
stories of Ina soldiers ripping babies 
out of incubators, The potice-media 
complex uses two or three incidents of 


Child molesting w justify a vast increase 
in the police state, including “Three 
Strikes Your Out.” 

These examples don't form a rational 
argument but instead focus the specta- 
tors thoughts on pure innocence versus 


and The Left 


Viva Mexico, Vira Caesar Chavez, Vira 
Colgate 
Slogan of 24th 
Street Fare 
‘The ridiculous pos- 
turing of the RCP 
(Revolutionary Com 
munist Party) is both 
revealing and a trap. 
‘The RCP has the vir 
tne of stating plainly 
what i is after. Surut- 
ting up and down a 
street with Mao signs 
is ridiculous. But it is 
not fundamentally a 
‘more ridiculous ritwal 
than puting on a tie 
and going to work as 
anoffice manager Itis 
only more out of date 
॥ is easy for both 
Rush Limbeau and 
“unti-authoritarians™ 
to say that every tiile 
Leninist party is sim 
ply filed with power- 
mad assholes. But this 
simply lets one not 
think about who exactly these people 
are, “They appear out of nowhere and 
they are bad.” 
‘The “authoritarianism” of the RCP is 
only one symptom of their general 
‘managerial mentality. Other leftists like 
Green Peace can use mushy liberalism 
or bureaucratic consensus procedure w 


the same ends. 
‘The left is not a matter of evil organi- 
zations vying for power. The left is e+ 


sentially a collection of more or Jess 
sincere people pushing their solutions t 


the problems of this society. They often 
have bourgeois backgrounds, but not al- 
ways, The problem is they think in the 
same terms as this society. Leftists 


When leftist “address issues” they 
want to solve capitalism's problems 
muther than destroy capitalism. “The en- 
vironment.” “Classism,” Racism, Sex- 
ism, or Hatred of immigrants are boxes 


ammahsiic violence. The intended effect, 
is to make the spectator not care for a 
rational discussion of the situation 


thatthe government and news media use 
to manage the average person's reac- 
tions ७ their everyday 
tives The left takes the 
same categories and 
tries to give them adif- 
ferent. “pin.” 
But this society's 
Categories (“issues”) 
are themselves the 
most manipulative 
part of this society's 
dialogue about itself 
“Should We have bet 
ter bealth care or lower 
taxes” - should those 
on the bonom suffer 
more or those slightly 
above them should 
suffer more, Green 
party hacks demand 
taxes on workers driv- 
ing to work ७ pay for 
public transportation 
But many relatively 
poor workers would 
still be forced to dnve 
to work. As long as we 
think about ways to 
manage education, health care or 
“crime,” we will only be able ४) think 
about this sort of society, where all these 
“problems” can never be solved 
As a tendency, the left uses all forms of 
progressive capitalist control - man- 
agerialism, specialization, morality. na- 
tionalism, democracy, 
terrorism. These are the 
methods that let this society 
become more advance, more 
“normal.” In fact, the main 


Nos. 
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reason the RCP looks stupid is that they 
Jook towards an archaic method of capi- 
talist development. In 950. a burcau- 
cratic/ideokogical party was perfectly 
suited to the capitalist development of a 
peasant society such as China Today's 
integrated world market demands mor- 
alist, democratic (“pragmatic”) devel- 
‘opment. Capital's world division of 
ideological tabor limits Maoism to very 
underdeveloped regions like Peru and 
‘outlying islands in the Philippines. 

Leftists think ike and usually come 
from the bureaucratic section of “middie 
management.” They are managers who 
have a stake in the entire sysiem rather 
than in one or another faction within the 
world economy — social workers, 
priests, government planners cic 

The left was once united as all chose 
people who sought a total solution to this 
society's problems. The left, all leftists 
together, was the representative of total 
change in the system (even while it sap- 
poned the system). ‘The ideology of a 
capitalism without contradictions 
reached its apex with the rise of 
‘Stalinism. Stalinist Russia united the 
world’s leftists into communist partics 
with the promise of society with no un- 
employment, no competition, no in- 


fnt 


Communism is explicitly anti-moral 
‘Communists do not have a morality they 
wish to impose on society. Rather they 
sce new social relations thal might inc 
dentally have certain values 

‘All myths and moralities seck to ax- 
jomatize human behavior. Communism 
instead socka to give human beings mæ- 
ਨ over the material conditions that 
influence their behavior. They must both 
follow values and create their values 

Talking about the proletariat isn't say- 
ing that “class is a more fundamental 
oppression than race or pender oppres- 
sion.” We have no interest in oppression 
as a force that will by itself generate 


‘equality and no corruption ~ in other 
‘words, a rationally managed version of 
America 


ਆਗ ied fs one. There 
is no longer the “community of progres- 
sive people,” who from liberal demo- 
crats w “Communist” Party hacks 
altogether looked towards a progressive 
stale solution to this society's problems 
The “Tree market” dominates the ideol- 
‘ogy of all stripes of reformers. 

The let's disappearances docs present 
a credibility problem to capital's market- 
place of solutions. But this disappear- 
ance comes as capital no longer feels 
much need to give credibility to a unified 
opposition, A cloud of ad-hoc mystifica- 
tions offers a better management sirat- 
egy than the single lie of a state solution 
to every problem. As it has lost its unity 
as the representative of the new, the left 
has fully merged with morality. Its poli- 
tics becomes mobilizing the masses to 
‘contemplate a whirlpoo! of fragmented 
choices — does this choice hurt Blacks, 
‘does this choice hurt home owners, docs 
this choice hurt animals, ete_Ross Perot 
‘appears representing nothing except a 
“third product.” Presidential elections 
‘with three ridiculous choices rather than 


evolution - instead we hook to commu- 
fist relations as a new way of living that 
will incidentally remove cach type of 
‘oppression in this society. 

‘Since communism is people acting for 
themselves, it will not need to justify 
१ the name of morality, democracy 
or other cloaks now used to hoodwink 
the masses. 

Unfortunately or fortunately, commu- 
nism cannot be a retum ७0 pure animal 
existence. Communists must also redi- 
rect the urge for pleasure, But they do it 
‘consciously, knowing they do it as a part 
of their existence and not ੧੦ sacrifice 
their existence. 


two are calculated to give sufficient cov- 
erage 40 the "जल anger that polls had 
predicted 

Even the most extreme picce-meal re- 
formers still accept the world market 
They just ridiculously promise a way to 
make their reforms economical. “The 
Crips And The Blood’s Plan To Rebuild 
LA” involved arcing cocaine drug 
lons’ “multi-national” capital to enrich 
South-Central Los Angeles. (This plan 
was naturally concocted by “gang-out- 
reach" social workers ruber than by the 
gangs - who have no high leaders who 
can speak for them.) 

The destruction of community lets all 
reform become morality; a series of pre- 
defined choices within cach issue. 
“Prosperity zones” - slave camps - are 
put forward as hope because they can be 
put forward, because the solidarity that 
‘would reject such slavery has been 
smashed. “Should we raise taxes or close 
schools?” is no longer seen as a struggle 
between "socialism" and “capitalism.” 
॥ is more honestly framed as a fight 
between present development and future 
development. “Community leaders” 
‘cain be recroited to fight on both sides of 
this sort of “community issue.” 


-moral Communism 


Communism uses force to separate it- 
self from capitalism. The conscious de- 
struction of the economy, of exchange, 
is community reappearing and imposing 
ला on society. Communism destroys 
the space where people can simply en- 
gage in neutral, “normal” activity that 
“doesn't hurt anyone.” ॥ will be a retum 
to festivals, to rea life bat it will equally 
be the prohibition of alienation, of spec- 
tator hood and of servitude. 


Against Sleep And Nightmare 


Nes. 


ह". 
rupted Earth Day at Ohlone College in 
Fremont. Fremont is also an good site for 
subversion since left and right ideology 
have not yet conditioned everyone im 
expecting protests to always be the 
same. 

The assault took three phases 

I) Local High School students were 
recruited using the ostensible ruse that a 
“Southern Alemeda Skate-off” was to be 
held at the same kication as the Earth 
Day Activities. On the appointed day, 
approximately eighty skaters showed 
up, twenty of whom refused all pleas w 
vacate the premises. (Most of these were 
high school students knew the skate-off 
was fake but used it as an excuse to skip 
their school and come to Ohlone.) 

From ten o'clock to approximately 
twelve, our contingent and the skaters 
effectively played tag with the incompe- 
tent Ohlone college security goo 
moving through the split-level campus 
and causing a small amount of disrup- 
tion. 

We effectively re-assembled at the 
main area and held our ground against 
the security goons by having our contin- 
ent shout that the cops had no right ७ 
control anyone's lives 

2) At twelve o'clock, we brought out a 
television and smashed! ॥ after a brief 
scuffle and distributed leaflets to the 
eamsiwhile ecology fetishists. 

3) A ७७९ ecology professor real a 
speech that could be summarized as fol- 
lows: “tapitafism will soon destroy all 
life on earth no matter what we do. But 
seeing students doing ecology projects 
‘mikes me feel better” 

‘Afterwards, one of us made the follow. 
ing impromptu statement over the PA: 

We are here to disrupt Earth Day be 
cause it is shill for corporate capitalist 
control of our lives As the previous 
speaker mentioned, all of the eco- 
friendly activities of today could con- 
tinue indefinitely and the capitalist 
system would still destroy the planet in a 


ctivity time Xs tong as the system of 
cupttalist control of our lives goes on, no 
amount of eco-friendly rhetoric will mat 
ter 

“Here is just one example. The bole in 
the ozone today was not caused by aero 
sol cans but mainly by chlorofluoro cats 
bons release by micro-chip 
‘muanufacturing plants. These planes were 
mandated by the government ७) use 
these azone-destroying chemicals after 
the destructive effect they had on the 
ozone was known and after aerosol spray 
cans had already been recalled. Govern- 
ment policy decisions fixed so that 
‘enough of these chemicals would re- 
leased to keep destroying the ozone for 
another fifty years 

“As long as we give this system control 
over our lives, it will keep making dec 
sions of this sort. *50 things you can do 
to save the planet’ will do nothing 

“The reason the government poes ੧੦ a 
big effort ७ push Earth Day is io con- 
vince people that they are responsible for 
the misery of their lives when they fail 
to save up all their garbage. 

“The only force in opposition w this is 
people taking autonomous control of 
their lives in opposition ७) the system. 
For that reason, the youth bere to occupy 
space and enjoy themselves are the only 
radical effort in this area. ॥ you wanito 
begin wo fight the system, tke control of 
your neighborhood, your school, your 
Workplace and your life ~ 

This sort of action in an obscure suburb 
is important to break capital's division of 
space into unruly inner city and satisfied 
suburbia. ‘This action was also much 
more satisfying than an ordinary march 
‘or demonstration because cach moment 
was unpredictable. We played cat and 
mouse with security and had tD Creste 
our strategy as we went along rather than 
act acconding to some stage-managing 


ir, MT NP 

teed a discussion group around the Situ- 

ਅਘ Intemational. This group went 

on for approximately six months and 
4 


then broke-up with bad feelings on sev- 
eral peoples parts We mase some vague 
contacts with certain people in the group 
but by the end, it was obvious that none 
of us had icamed the slightest amount 
from any of the discussions 

Even before the group began, | could 
think of several reasons it would fail. So 
{wouldn't claim to have done any beter 
than anyone else - I didn't really leam 
anything cither Still, just because our 
adventure was १० typical, ॥ ७ useful to 
look at i as a kind of field study in 
‘non-communication. 

‘The group gradually broke down mo 
two groups. One was loosely definable 
as “politcally-oriented” straight, white 
‘men and another was a mostly queer 
{group of “unistically-oriented” men and 
Women The actual discussions had coo- 
sisted in one of us reading a short pas- 
sage from one or another Situationist 
texts and then another person giving a 
summary or of sonene giving a simple 
summary The discussions were usually 
done in a halting. uncertain way that 
seemed to me to allow anyone who 
‘wanted to interject. But the main people 
talking were usually the “puys.” 

While occasionally we would debate 
various points, none of the conflicts ਆ 
peared in the questions being discussed 
Rather the discussion group became 
mostly a way of people being together 
when we were getting along, we were 
happy and when we weren't getting 
along we were angry, While we had a 
few slightly confrontational meetings, 
the main complaints of the groups were 
never directly stated. If 4 weren't fo 
various harsh words repeated to third 
parties, | would have the impression that 
things had simply drifted apart 

The group seemed ॥0 fail because it 
counted on the transparent subjectivity 
of friendship ७ replace a conscious ef- 
fort co-ordinate politics The group was 
organized with the implicit, naive format 
‘of “let's just sit and talk about each 
article and then ideas will come.” When 


we started the group just expecting ७) 
“sit and talk,” we counted on this trans- 
parent subjectivity to smooth over the 
problems of different viewpoints But 
‘instead ॥ simply allowed us to never 
discussion our conflicts. 

We were confronting the critical qucs- 
tion of subjectivity in a way that had 
already been determined by the social 
conditions. This is exactly the opposite 
‘of how critical questions of subjectivity 
should be handled in this age of infinite 
falsification. 

This shows the STs subjectivist posi 
tion ७ it's worst light Revolutionary 
theory is not a maner of perfecting sub- 
jectivity, A systematic effort is ncaded to 
go beyond our conditions of subjective 


conomy. 
deadhy derea 
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existence. That doesn’t mean we 
shouldn't systematically explore the 
power of the revolutionary subjective. 
We should use and explore resources 
intelligently and strategically. 

Today, one subjectivity cancels an- 
other subjectivity. in a future world, one 
subjectivity could instead blend with the 
other subjectivity, But our task isn't sim- 
ply to simulate that future world. Since 
we live in capitalist society, it forces us 
to make the arbitrary subjectivist 
Choices that separates people with this 
society. We choose aesthetics of punk 
rock, hippy, femme, macho, ete. We live 
in one or another equally boring cities 
cach offering a different promise of pro- 
tection from the general conditions of 


banality. As enemies of the present or- 
er, we ry to also make strategic choices 
‘of what will weaken the system the most 
Until we gain more power, these choices 
will be intertwined within the choices of 
scudo-identity the system offers ws. 

Revolutionaries should plan-on using 
their small resources to help free-up a 
vast amount of resources once a revolu- 
tionary upheaval is under-way. The sub- 
jective misery of today's society will 
likely be one of the sparks that creates 
the next inferno, But since our perspec- 
tive isto help things go as far as possible, 
we are confronted by the need to go 
beyond pure subjectivity. 


Against Sleep And Nightmare Ne 


GO “BEYOND THE $I” 
IN TEN SIMPLE STEPS 


The Situationist Internationa! was 
founded in !%5 and broke-up in 973. 
The SI developed a theory of personal and 
‘social revolutionary action that attacked 
the total conditions of modern. 
lile. 

Within the spectacle's narrow 
field of vision, situationist the- 
ory is barely visible as the en- 
emy of “everything.” ॥ floats In 
that vague region slightly be- 
yond the terrain of paid thinkers. 
It's role in the dynamics of 
changing this society is still as 
ambiguous as the impulse to- 
ward “love” in personal rela- 
tions. ॥ can both justity 
mystilied, middle-class, artistic 
individualism and give a step- 
ping-stone to revolutionaries coming to 
‘understand capitalism. 

‘The 9 is noted for having had a wide 
influence on the nation-wide wildcat gen- 
eral strike that began in Parts on May {968.. 
‘The Sl broke-up in the altermath of May 68, 
‘unable to deal with this new period of 
struggle 
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Against Sleep And Nightmare 


No. 
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anger was so intense = whole group 
Sl ke RTs 
hong he ves in hooded 
and hadn't moved towards 
hens | 
“Ws veally simple. Me and my 
friends shouldn't have to put up 
‘with stupid, fucked people «ho 
don't even deserve to be alive.” 
woman who was a bridge 
between incredible peo- 
ple, who constantly widened 
her horizons, who wae incred. 
ibly intelligent and insightful 
and willful, who loved strange 
Mitte noake ~ old mamal type 
writer - a weird little town like 
San Pedro. CA -an old stocking 
drem - a faney mock of grey 
paper - a big, expemive purse 
for shoplifting ~ stecl-tipped 
thors to defend herself, hanging 
out and watching time go by as 
much as moving towards any set 
eal, who demanded the beet 
bow people मते mas लक : ੨ 
appointed, who knew ber life 
was intertwined with the ean 
dition of the world. _ 
“Why do our lives always 
seem lihe a buddy-road movie?” 


your love, your beautiful tense 


and shoulders, and all your beautiful 
anger will not come together again in 
thie world. Your life in everywhere 


we tarme ar» raven 


[ਨ the margine of thin death-aye- 
Oh pal, the incredible moment of “Fa be fully 


alive in this preses 


capitalist moment is 


between survival and death. We all 
windup suspended in a different way 
and being, iik 


when labor eate up ਤੋ of our 
॥8 ਦੇਖਉ boure adler of 


s. hours, when 
money rules every house, 
every item and every image. 
H some choose to rehne a 
living death, then they some- 
times rink a sudden death. 
Death on the installa 
death on the lottery M: 
choices in our lives are false. 
Power, apace, brutality and 
money are distributed un- 
evenly 

Charlene lowed all the aad 
little nooks and crannies that 
dry, sanitized 


our fr 


world - all the kida games the 
weird food, the fanny doch- 


| owt an it 

੮" mty direy us. Tragedy mo 
longer adda to life. 

Do not go gently into that good 

night, rage, rage against the dying of 

the highs 


